THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
also makes the case put up by Italy's spokesmen at
Geneva, and by Italian propaganda in general, look
thoroughly, if less peculiarly, deceitful. But it does
inspire a respect for the candour of Marshal de Bono,
and of Signer Mussolini, who sponsors the book, com-
pared with those statesmen and generals who pay lip-
service to a morality which they do not observe, and
who continue to falsify history long after the practical
"need" for the concealment and abuse of truth has
passed. . . .
'Having no thought of any ideal beyond the
aggrandisement of Italy and an outlet for his energies
he was able to create the opportunity of fulfilling his
dream by preparing war against Abyssinia - if it was
less fortunate for those who had to pay the price of
such dreams. In 1932 he was sent out by Mussolini
to reconnoitre the situation; after he came back he
secured Mussolini's promise that he should be given
"the honour of conducting the campaign". He adds
that "the Duce was definitely of opinion that the
matter would have to be settled no later than 1936 and
told me as much"* From 1933 onwards detailed esti-
mates of the force required were worked out* At the
same time, he tells us, Italian agents were being active
in sowing the seeds of internal dissension in Abyssinia,
and watering them with plenty of money. "Incivil-
ity" was occasionally shown to Italians travelling
there, but when these incidents were followed by a
"peremptory demand for satisfaction" it was always
obtained.'